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Search only for when was pfos chemicals invented

PFOS, specifically perfluorooctane sulfonic acid, was introduced in 1949  by

the 3M company for use as a surfactant and in fabric protectors like

Scotchgard. The first perfluorinated compound, PTFE (Teflon), was discovered

by DuPont in 1938, with other PFAS chemicals also developed in the 1940s and

1950s for industrial and consumer applications.

Discovery and Commercialization

1938: Roy J. Plunkett at DuPont accidentally invented PTFE (Teflon), a type of

PFAS.

1949: The 3M company introduced PFOS (perfluorooctane sulfonic acid).

1950s: 3M began the mass production of PFOS-based compounds through

electrochemical fluorination, and other PFAS chemicals also began to be

commercialized.

Early Uses

PFOS was used as a surfactant in various products, including fabric protectors (like

Scotchgard), firefighting foams, and chemical mixtures for the photolithography

industry.

These chemicals have a stable structure, resisting heat, water, and grease, making

them useful for products like non-stick coatings, waterproof apparel, and paper

packaging.

The Beginnings of a "Forever Chemical"

By the 1960s, PFAS chemicals were being incorporated into firefighting foams used

by the U.S. Navy.

As early as the 1970s, company scientists began to discover that PFOS and other

PFAS chemicals could accumulate in the environment and biological systems, a

characteristic that led to them being known as "forever chemicals".
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Timeline of events related to per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances

6 April 1938 Roy J. Plunkett (1910–1994), who was then a 27-year-old research
chemist who worked at the DuPont's Jackson Laborator...

Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Perfluorooctanesulfonic acid - Wikipedia

History. In 1949, 3M began producing PFOS-based compounds by
electrochemical fluorination. In 1968, organofluorine compounds were ...

Wikipedia

The Social Life of the “Forever Chemical” in - Berghahn Journals

Late Industrialism. PFAS trace back to the 1930s, and companies such as 3M began to
commercially produce PFAS chemicals in the 195...

Berghahn Journals
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2 Discovery and Manufacturing​​ PFAS chemistry was discovered in the late 1930s. Since the 1950s,
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PFAS are a group of chemicals made by humans. Since the 1950s, PFAS have been used in many
consumer products and industrial processes.
Missing: invented ‎| Show results with: invented

Aug 8, 2022 — 3M Corporation invented PFOA in 1947 with several other chemical compounds referred
to by the company as “C8” because it has eight carbons tied ...
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Scotchgard fabric coating, which utilized PFOS. Both Teflon and Scotchgard became iconic ...
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